Computerized diary measurement of pain, disability and psychological adaptation was performed four times a day for 4 weeks in 80 patients with various duration of unexplained pain. Reported are (1) the temporal characteristics and stability of pain report during the 4-week measurement period, (2) the association between pain duration and pain report, disability and general psychopathology, and (3) the accordance between diary assessment versus questionnaire assessment of pain, disability and psychological adaptation. No evidence of instrument reactivity was found: pain report was stable across the 4-week period. However, pain report appeared to be highly variable both between and within days. About half the patients showed a clear increasing trend in pain during the day. Several differences were found between subgroups of patients varying in pain duration. Patients with less than 6 months of pain reported signi®cantly less pain intensity, disability and fatigue than patients whose pain persisted for more than 6 months. Pain coping and responses to pain behaviors by the spouse also differed for the subgroups: longer pain duration was associated with increased catastrophizing and solicitous responses from the spouse.
Introduction
A large number of studies of the chronic pain disorder (CPD) has been devoted to the identi®cation of psychological factors, contributing to the maintenance of the pain or pertaining to physical, mental and social aspects of the disability resulting from the pain problem. Pain cognitions, pain coping factors and spouse responses to pain behavior have been indicated as important determinants. For the most part, conclusions are based on cross-sectional studies that rely on one to a few assessments of the relevant attribute. In addition, the association between a psychological factor and an increase of pain or disability has typically been established for groups of patients by means of correlational procedures. There have also been some studies relating psychological factors to variations in pain report and wellbeing in individual patients on the basis of repeated diary assessments (Linton and Gunnar-Gotestam, 1985; Af¯eck et al., 1992a Af¯eck et al., ,b, 1994 Af¯eck et al., , 1996 Geisser et al., 1995; Tennen and Af¯eck, 1996; Porter et al., 1998) . However, these studies were con®ned to only a few variables, and a more comprehensive assessment within patients of psychological functioning in relation to pain intensity and disability is called for. We therefore employed intensive diary assessments of reported pain intensity and disability, and of pain cognitions, pain coping and spouse responses to pain behavior to study the associations between these variables as well as their temporal characteristics in patients varying in pain duration.
The pain taxonomy of the International Association for the Study of Pain (Merskey, 1986) 
